‘just wrong’
ALMOST half of people
with a disability in Australia are living in or near
poverty, making Australia
bordermail.com.au
the worst in the developed
world, a report says.
The report by accounting
firm
PricewaterhouseCoopers published
yesterday also found Australians with a disability
were half as likely to be
employed as people without a disability.
Australia is ranked
21st out of 29 developed
nations in this category.
The report, Disability
Expectations:
Investing
in a better life, a stronger
Australia, found 45 per
cent of people with a disability in Australia live
in or near poverty, the
worst out of OECD countries, where the average
is 22 per cent.
“It’s clear the current
system is broken big
time,” PricewaterhouseCoopers government sector leader Chris Bennett
said.
“When you see Australia sitting last in OECD

rankings on poverty for
people with disabilities,
it’s just wrong.”
John Walsh from PricewaterhouseCoopers said
the National Disability
Insurance Scheme needed to be coupled with a
broader cultural shift.
“If kids with disability
can’t get into education
or access transport to get
to a job, we’ll continue to
fall further behind even
with a national disability insurance scheme,” he
said.
National director for
the national disability
scheme’s Every Australian Counts campaign,
John Della Bosca, said
the report outlined ways
to improve Australia’s
ranking.
“We should aim to leapfrog our way to the top of
those rankings,” he said.
“Fairness is part of our
national character, and
if we adopt the positions
in this report, there is no
reason why we can’t.”

News

Supermarket bid for estate

AN 83-year-old woman has nursing home early on
become the 11th victim of November 18.
Three elderly residents
the Quakers Hill nursing
were killed in the fire.
home fire.
Eight others have now
Police yesterday said
died in various Sydney
Verna Webeck died in
hospitals after being
the burns unit at Royal
treated for serious injuNorth Shore Hospital on
ries, including burns and
Tuesday.
smoke inhalation.
They have also identi● Andrew
and Jenny
Riverside nurse
is a 20A registered
who
fied
another victim,
nam-Stern say
year
projectGreen,
for 2300
Picture:
THORPE
worked
at DAVID
the home,
ing
Reginald
87, homes.
35-year-old Roger Dean,
as the person who died in
is alleged to have started
Westmead Hospital last
the fire.
Friday.
He has been charged
Two fires are believed
with eight counts of
to have broken out in
murder.
separate wings of the

Disability rank
‘just wrong’
Thursday, December 1, 2011

ALMOST half of people
with a disability in Aus-

rankings on poverty for
people with disabilities,

A SUPERMARKET could
be built in the Riverside
Estate at Killara within
three years.
Developers
Andrew
and Jenny Stern said
4000 square metres had
been earmarked on the
corner of Whytes Road
and Murray Valley Highway for retail, including
a large supermarket.
The second stage of 18
blocks, now being built,
will go on the market in
February. A display will
be built early next year.
The developers said
there were plans for a

“

With the planning permit we’ve got
the whole estate will ultimately be
2300 homes.

— Riverside Estate developer Andrew Stern

football-cricket ground
with changerooms with
the long-term hope of an
existing club moving to
the estate.
“We are already talking to groups about retail.
I think something will
happen in two to three
years,” Mrs Stern said.
The closest supermarket to Riverside will be
the one at White Box
Rise.

Twenty-three of the
30 lots in stage 1 have
already been sold or are
under offer.
“We will keep rolling
out land,” Mr Stern said.
“With the planning
permit we got, the whole
estate will ultimately will
be 2300 homes.
“We’ve got some fantastic natural landscape
attractions.
“And the other thing

we have, which very little
land in Albury-Wodonga
has — certainly in Wodonga — is we are flat.
“Of our first 1100
blocks, 850 to 900 are
flat.
“It is $10,000 to $20,000
cheaper to build on than
land on a slope.”
Mr Stern said the
blocks were a good size.
“We don’t want people
living on top of each other,” he said.
Prices for the first 48
lots in stages one and
two are in the range of
$110,000-$160,000 with
the lot size averaging 700
square metres.

Some of the yet-tobe-released blocks on
the side of Huon Hill
will range from 10001500 square metres.
Mr Stern said Riverside
was a 20-year project.
“Wodonga, year in,
year out, grows about
1.9 per cent,” he said.
“There is a push regionally because of the
cost of living in the major
cities.
“The Albury-Wodonga
market is also attractive
because of its proximity to Sydney, Melbourne
and Canberra.
“Having the Albury
airport is a huge boon.”
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Nursing home fire
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❚ Second stage of giant project ready next year
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